Successful experience utilizing dexrazoxane treatment for an anthracycline extravasation.
To describe a successful case of dexrazoxane treatment after an extravasation of doxorubicin and share a creative solution for formulary cost management. A 42-year-old female diagnosed with breast cancer was receiving doxorubicin as adjuvant treatment. The patient recently underwent a right mastectomy for a 3-centimeter grade 3 invasive ductal carcinoma. Three of 20 lymph nodes were positive, and the patient was stage 2B at presentation, with an estrogen receptor/progesterone receptor-positive and HER-2/neu-negative tumor. At an outside hospital, the patient was receiving doxorubicin through an infusion port when extravasation was noted after approximately 15 mL had been infused. She was transferred to Riverside Methodist Hospital and dexrazoxane treatment was initiated within 6 hours after extravasation. She received a full 3-day course of dexrazoxane treatment without complication and was discharged home. Significant delays in chemotherapy administration were avoided, and the patient successfully completed her planned chemotherapy course. Dexrazoxane has the potential to minimize tissue damage and treatment delays after an anthracycline extravasation. Although dexrazoxane is commercially marketed for 2 separate treatment indications, Totect is the Food and Drug Administration-approved product for anthracycline extravasations. Facilities administering anthracyclines should proactively resolve how to obtain, process, prepare, and administer this antidote to a patient within 6 hours of an extravasation event. Developing a preprinted chemotherapy extravasation order may facilitate the incorporation of the most recent Oncology Nursing Society guidelines to utilize dexrazoxane for an anthracycline extravasation. Cost sharing with other institutions may offer a creative solution to lessen the financial impact of stocking dexrazoxane therapy. Ensuring expedient treatment and accessibility to dexrazoxane therapy after an anthracycline extravasation is critical to the success of the treatment. All facilities utilizing anthracycline chemotherapy should purchase dexrazoxane or secure agreements with other facilities to guarantee the administration of this medication should extravasation occur.